
Did you know?

… that the FAO Code of 
Conduct on the Distribution 

and Use of Pesticides 
calls on Governments

to tighten controls 
on hazardous pesticides 

and promote 
safer alternatives?
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Reliance on hazardous pesticides
leads to serious, continuing problems the world over. Pesticide 

poisonings and long-term harm to human health, wildlife and the en-
vironment are now recognized, as well as economic and social 
disadvantages. This is especially the case in developing countries, 
but also occurs in industrialised countries. The problems reach be-
yond those applying pesticides, to affect farming communities and 
consumers. Agriculture is among the world’s most hazardous 
industries and pesticides account for 14% of occupational injuries 
and 10% of known fatalities. Highly toxic pesticides have immediate 
adverse effects on human health, wildlife, local food sources such as 
cattle or fish, beneficial insects and biodiversity. Less observable 
impacts emerge over time. Chronic effects include cancers, 
reproductive problems, birth defects, hormonal disruption and 
damage to the immune system. Residues in food are still on a high 
level and there is increasing scientific concern over low level 
consumption of pesticide residues. 
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The FAO Code of Conduct 
on Pesticides

makes an important contribution to putting less hazardous pest 
management into practice.

In 1985 governments, meeting at the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) first adopted an Interna-
tional Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesti-
cides. The Code guides national legislation and calls on all stake-
holders, from governments via pesticide industry and farmers to 
public interest groups, to make active use of it and monitor its 
implementation. 

A revised Code of Conduct was adopted in 2002 by the 187 
FAO member countries as the globally accepted minimum 
standard for pesticide management. Although the Code of Con-
duct is not legally binding, the new version calls on governments to 
become active implementers of the Code, notably via tighter controls 
on the registration and sale of hazardous products and the promo-
tion of safer strategies for pest management.
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Good reasons
for implementing the Code deal with the whole life cycle of 

pesticides. According to the Code of Conduct “there are still major 
weaknesses in certain aspects of pesticide management, 
predominantly in developing countries. For instance, national 
pesticide legislation is not widely enforced due to lack of technical 
expertise and resources; highly hazardous or substandard pesticide 
formulations are still widely sold; and end-users are often 
insufficiently trained and protected to ensure that pesticides can be 
handled with minimum risk.”  

Sustainable farming practices already exist for a wide range of 
crops but are not yet widely adopted. Adequate institutional 
frameworks, like policy and marketing incentives are essential to 
create an environment where alternatives can flourish.  

Avoiding toxic pesticides and reducing dependency on 
chemical pest management contributes human and environmental 
health, it can avoid unnecessary expenditures and can contribute to 
solving the upcoming energy crisis. 
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Governments
play a key role in setting standards for crop protection, in 

achieving transparency throughout the life cycle of pesticides as well 
as 
protecting people and the environment from harm caused by 
pesticide use. The revised Code of Conduct was endorsed by 
governments at the FAO Conference of 2001 and adopted by the 
FAO Council in November 2002. It calls on governments to actively 
develop and implement pesticide laws and regulations, based at 
least on its principles and guidelines. 

Contributing actively to the Code’s implementation will deliver a 
range of benefits that: 
 Reduce human and environmental exposure to pesticides
 Cut back on unnecessary and costly pesticide applications 
 Improve food and drinking water quality and sustainability of 

agricultural production

 Improve consumers’ trust in food
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Obligations for governments 
include giving special attention to drafting rules and regulations 

on the availability of hazardous pesticides (Art. 7.1). Governments 
can restrict the availability of such pesticides in two ways: (i) not 
registering a product or, (ii) as a condition of registration, restricting 
the availability to certain groups of users in accordance with a 
national assessment of the hazards involved in the use of the 
product (Art. 7.3). 

To reduce health and environmental risks governments should 
carry out health surveillance programmes of those who are 
occupationally exposed to pesticides and investigate, as well as 
document poisoning cases. (Art. 5.1.3)

The Code also pays attention to sustainable crop protection 
systems as governments should promote national Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) policies (Art. 3.7) and to biological control tech-
niques (Art. 3.9). In its definition of IPM, the Code advocates a 
holistic approach to plant protection placing the priority on 
encouraging natural pest control processes, avoiding disruption to 
agroecosystems and minimising risks to human health and 
environment. (Art. 2)
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How to play an active role?
Implementing the FAO Code of Conduct for pesticides effecti-

vely involves transparency, participation and joint efforts. 
Pesticide Action Network has been involved in pesticide regula-

tion issues since 1982. PAN Germany‘s new webstite www.fao-
code-action.info provides a useful resource for different stakeholders 
on practical implementaion of the FAO Code. We are interested to 
share ideas and experiences on how to implement the Code. Please 
visit our website and feel free to contact us.

How to get hold of the Code?
The Code of Conduct is available in English and a small num-

ber of other languages at the FAO Homepage at: www.fao.org/ag/
AGP/AGPP/Pesticid/code/PM_Code.htm

PAN Germany’s convenient access to specific issues of the 
Code is provided at www.fao-code-action.info. There you can also 
find downloads of this and other target group specific leaflets.

http://www.pan-germany.org
http://www.fao-code-action.info.
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The Pesticide Action Network
was founded in 1982. It is a global coalition of over 600 non-

governmental organisations and individuals in over 60 countries 
working together to oppose the misuse of pesticides and to pro-
mote sustainable agriculture and ecologi­cally sound pest manage-
ment. PAN Germany was established in 1984 as part of the global 
network and has been continually involved in initiatives to reduce 
the use of hazardous pesticides and to promote sustainable alter-
natives on national, European and global levels.

Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Germany
Nernstweg 32, 22765 Hamburg, Germany
Phone: +49 (0)40 – 399 19 10-0   
Fax: +49 (0)40 – 390 75 20
Email: info@pan-germany.org
www.pan-germany.org
www.fao-code-action.info
www.oisat.org (for non-chemical pest management)
www.pesticide-residues.org
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