
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Key NGO demands in view of  

the regulation on biocides  
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Before long, the European Environment Council as well as the responsible committees from the 
European Parliament (the Environmental Committee, the Committee on Industry and the Internal 
Market Committee) discuss a Commission draft on the revision of the Biocidal Products Directive 
98/8/EC. From the Commission´s perspective the main purpose of this new directive is to increase 
the free movement of biocidal products within the Community (recital 3). Numerous changes to the 
statutory text are intended to simplify the authorisation and the placing of biocidal products on the 
market. The signed organisations see considerable need for change to the current draft in order to 
stipulate adequate space for the protection of the environment and human health against hazards 
and risks stemming from the use of biocidal products. 

Our key demands are summarised below: Recommendations on changes to the submitted 
Commission draft are available as a pdf download at http://www.pan-
germany.org/deu/~stellungnahmen.html. 

 
On the objective of the regulation 

• Better protection of the environment and human health against the negative impact of the 
use of biocidal products. 

• Making decisions based on the precautionary principle.  

• Facilitating the exclusion of certain active substances hazardous to the environment and 
human health. 

• Dynamic risk reduction and promotion of alternatives by making effective use of the 
substitution principle and implementing comparable assessment. 

• Allowing for particular risks, e.g. combination effects or risks relating to vulnerable groups 
(including pregnant women and children). 

• Harmonising objectives and regulations of the decree with other European substance and 
environmental legislation. 

 
On the scope of application of the regulation 

• All EU-wide marketed biocidal-treated products are to be subjected to the regulation and be 
labelled with information on biocidal treatment.  

• Nano-materials have completely different properties than the same substances in non-
nano-form. Biocidal products based on nanotechnology are to be tested and evaluated as 
stand-alone active substances and/or products in a special test procedure. “Nano products“  
are to be clearly labelled as such. 
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On procedures of substance and product authorisation 
• Scope for decision-making on a national level during product authorisation and product 

substitution is to be preserved in order to facilitate region-specific decisions and to take any 
deterioration prohibitions relating to national protection levels into consideration. 

• Concrete and binding phase-out and substitution plans are to accompany the phasing-out 
period of problematic products to guarantee substitution in the allowed time and promote 
innovations towards alternatives. 

• Approval and authorisation decisions are to be made according to current scientific 
knowledge. Reductions in data requirements are not to be made at the expense of this rule. 

 

On reporting on authorisation, marketing and use 
• Ensuring transparency and the participation of the professional public. 

• Annual and correct reporting. Generation and publication of data on: authorisation, 
marketed quantities, application intensity, control of trade and control on the part of users, 
measures and good practice measures relating to the use of biocidal products, cases of 
poisoning, environmental and health impairments.  

 

On the regulation concerning the use phase of biocidal products 
• Establishing an EU-wide harmonised legal framework on the use of biocidal products with 

the objective of promoting risk-reduced, sustainable use, enhancing expert knowledge, and 
compulsorily introducing integrated procedures in pest management. 

• Defining within the regulation before when and in which form this framework has to be 
created and implemented. Such a legal framework should come into effect by 2013 at the 
latest and should be oriented according to the Framework Directive on the sustainable use 
of pesticides. 

• Obliging member states to create public spaces (e.g. online) providing the general public 
with information on precautionary measures and safe alternatives (based on the German 
Biocide Act). 
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Contact: 
 
Pesticide Action Network Germany  
Christian Schweer  
(Biocide Coordinator EU)   
Susanne Smolka    
(Biocide Coordinator Germany) 
Nernstweg 32 
D-22765 Hamburg 
Germany 
Tel. +49 40-399 19 10-24  
Fax +49 40 -390 75 20  
christian.schweer@pan-germany.org 
susanne.smolka@pan-germany.org  
www.pan-germany.org 
 

Pesticide Action Network Europe 
Gergely Simon (Board member) 
gergely@pan-europe.info 
Tel. + 36 - 203344336 
www.pan-europe.info 

Pesticide Action Network UK 
Nick Mole (Policy Officer) 
Development House 
56-64 Leonard Street 
London EC 2 A 4L T 
Tel. +44 20 7065 0905 
nickmole@pan-uk.org 
www.pan-uk.org  
 

BBU - Federal Association of Environmental 
Action Groups 
Harald Gülzow  
Prinz-Albert-Str. 73 
53113 Bonn 
Tel. +49 170-3856076 
guelzow@bbu-bonn.de 
 

BirdLife International 
Boris Barov (Conservation Manager) 
Avenue de la Toison d’Or 67 
1060 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel. +32 2 280 08 30 
boris.barov@birdlife.org 
www.europe.birdlife.org  
 

BUND – Friends of the Earth Germany 
Heribert Wefers 
Am Köllnischen Park 1 
10179 Berlin 
Tel. +49 30 27586-482 
heribert.wefers@bund.net 
www.bund.net  

European Environmental Bureau (EEB) 
Christian Schaible 
(EU Policy Officer for Industrial Policies and 
Chemicals) 
Boulevard de Waterloo 34  
1000 Brussels  
Tel.  +32 (0)2 289 10 94   
christian.schaible@eeb.org  
www.eeb.org 
 
 

Fédération Inter-Environnement Wallonie 
150 associations au service de l'environnement 
Valérie Xhonneux 
6 Bld du Nord   
5000 Namur  
Tel.: 081/25 52 92 
v.xhonneux@iewonline.be 
www.iewonline.be 
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Greenpeace Germany e.V. 
Manfred Santen 
Große Elbstrasse 39 
22767 Hamburg 
Tel. + 49 40 306 18 255 
Manfred.santen@greenpeace.de 
www.greenpeace.de 

Grüne Liga e.V. 
Bundeskontaktstelle Wasser 
Michael Bender 
Prenzlauer Allee 230 
10405 Berlin 
Tel. +49 30 – 443391-44 
wasser@grueneliga.de 
www.wrrl-info.de 
 

Health Care Without Harm  Europe 
Anja Leetz (Executive Director) 
1 Rue de la Pepiniere 
B1000 Brussels 
Tel.   +49 6224 994 871 
anja.leetz@hcwh.org 
www.noharm.org/europe 
 

Mouvement pour le Droit et le respect des 
Générations Futures (MDRGF) 
Nadine Lauverjat 
32 rue de Paradis  
75010 Paris 
Tel : +32 (0)6 87 56 27 54 
mdrgf2@wanadoo.fr   
www.mdrgf.org 
 
 

Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union 
Felix Grützmacher 
Charitestr. 3  
10117 Berlin 
Tel. +49 30-284984-1622 
Felix.gruetzmacher@nabu.de 
www.nabu.de 
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